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School Workshop Testimonials, Reviews, and
Recommendations

Please feel free to browse through a selection of feedback that we get from teaching staff
and students in primary, secondary schools and colleges.

Our workshops are popular for subjects and topics such as careers, criminology, crime and
punishment, sociology, law, psychology, STEM, British Values, citizenship studies, forensic
science, RE and much more besides. We attend some schools simply to inspire or reward
students for their efforts.

Many students (and some teachers) that have taken part in our workshops have gone onto
successful careers within criminal investigation, science, and law.
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“A great experience for all involved... opening up investigative minds and starting a
career in the justice system, our students wouldn’t have known about.”

Kerry Sugrue-Cordt - st
A Curriculum Leader at The Shared Learning Trust

1h « Edited - ®

Thank You to Zakon Business & Training Consultancy for an amazing day
for our Year 13 Criminology students at The Shared Learning Trust 6th
Form. We spent the day investigating a murder.. From "Crime Scene to
Courtroom" a great experience for all involved.. opening up investigative
minds and starting a journey into careers in the Justice System, our
students wouldn't have known about!

“High praise from the all the students. Kate did a wonderful job and will highly
recommend Zakon to anyone.”

Hi Simon,

Thank you for your email.

Our students had a fantastic time, there was very high praise from all the students and it is something we would absolutely love to do again in the future.
The parts | saw were very informative and interactive. Kate did a wonderful job and will highly recommend Zakon to anyone.

Kind Regards

Amy Hesketh-Carthy
Head of Careers

Northampton Academy
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Student on Twitter thanking school for an “Amazing day filled with criminology and

camaron sykes
@CamaronSykes

s

Thankyou! to @TrinityAcademyC for
giving me the opportunity to take part in
this amazing day filled with everything
criminology & forensics <. Thanks to
@Zakon_Training for this informative
session, also mention to
@MrsLAWSON_Sci & Miss Morris for
this! x
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camaron sykes @CamaronSyk...

Replying to @CamaronSykes
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Heidi-Jo @heidijowood05x - 18h
Replying to @CamaronSykes
@Zakon_Training and 3 others
Hope you had fun!!:)

t (VA

camaron sykes ~ @CamaronSyk... - 18h
Thankyou! @heidijowood05x it left me
feelmg very inspired X
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Tweet your reply

“Fantastic organization and brilliant concept.”

Good morning,

We hope all is well.

The workshop was great, the students had an ace day and they really engaged with the content.

Andrea was an excellent presenter and the students were very positive about how the day went and her knowledge.

We look forward to booking you for around the same time next year. Please advise as to when weould be the best time to pre-book? End of June?

What a fantastic organisation you have and what a brilliant concept.

Kind Regards

Teresa and Laura
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Review - Teacher of Science and STEM - “We found the day absolutely Exceptional.”

Re: Crime Scene to Courtroom Workshop

© Katie Rule <krule@worcs.tgacademy.org.uk> Today at 09:41
To: © Simon Smith; Cc: © Karen McStay

Good morning Simon,

I'm Katie Rule, Teacher of Science and STEM lead and | was responsible for running the event provided by yourselves.

| just wanted to write a little review for you as we found the day absolutely exceptional.

Paul was absolutely brilliant from the moment he arrived at our school. He was friendly and funny and made our students feel happy, included and willing to participate. We had selected a
variety of year 9 students to join in with the day, many of whom were outside of their friendship groups and were very shy to begin with. At the beginning of the day there were around 3
students participating in the question and answer style activities, but within the first hour almost every student wanted their point to be heard and were desperate to join in!

None of our students had participated in any Forensics activities before and so were a bit unsure of what it was all about. But, right from the first 5 minutes with the 999 phone call they were
absolutely hooked! They were frantically taking notes and discussing with each other what they thought was going on and they were hanging onto every word Paul said. During the part of the
day where they viewed the mock crime scene they were absolutely engrossed with trying to find clues and coming up with their own hypotheses. Paul made sure that everyone in the room
felt that their point was heard and was acknowledged, encouraging others to build on their ideas and to expand them further based on previous knowledge, whilst drip feeding them more

information along the way.

The Forensics day has been the talk of the school and the lower years have been asking me when it is their turn to have a go! It was absolutely the best externally sourced day we have had in
our science department for a long time and we would love to have you back.

Thank you for inspiring our students after a difficult year of living behind a screen and limited opportunities. You have sparked excitement and amazing memories that won't ever leave them!

Thanks again,

° Katie Rule
® Teacher of Science and STEM Lead
‘ Tudor Grange Academy Worcester
Bilford Road
e Worcester
® WR3 8HN

Katie

Stimulating the Email: krule@worcs.tgacademy.org.uk

Next Generation of Achievers
O Tel: 01905 454627
Part of Tudor Grange Academies Trust web: www.worcs.tgacademy.org.uk

A Consider the environment. Do you really need to print this email?

“Andrea was amazing. Insightful, engaging, and sensitive.”
Hi Simon,

Thank you so much for yesterday - Andrea was amazing! From me - Andrea was so insightful and engaging throughout the
whole workshop, but her sensitivity around the MEN arena attack, and the proximity of this to our college and the likely impact
on our students was just fantastic. She really did a good job with this.

Feedback from students has been noting but praise, and they sought out their class teachers and friends at the end of the day
to tell them all about it.

The department popped in throughout the day, and despite not seeing the workshop from start to end, could see just how
much the students were getting out of this. So much so that we would like to enquire for June 2023:
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Inspired to work in the field. “Overwhelmingly positive feedback from the students
who took part.”

Dear Simon,

Just writing to say thanks again for last Monday. I've had overwhelmingly positive feedback from students who took part, with a few of them saying that the
day had inspired them to consider a role in some form of police work/criminology. The day made our weekly newsletter with two of the students being
highlighted for their participation. I've attached the newsletter for you to have a look. Hopefully you have received the payment already, but if not you should
be soon.

Thanks again for everything and I'll let you know ASAP if we can book again for next year.

All the best,

Mr. William P. Teasley

Teacher of Mathematics and Psychology

Best sourced training and talk of the school. “Thank you for inspiring our students...
you have sparked excitement and amazing memories that won’t ever leave them.”

Katie LR §3 recommends Zakon Business & Training Consultancy.
6 July 2021 &

Paul was absolutely brilliant from the moment he arrived at our school. He was friendly and
funny and made our students feel happy, included and willing to participate. We had selected a
variety of year 9 students to join in with the day, many of whom were outside of their friendship
groups and were very shy to begin with. At the beginning of the day there were around 3
students participating in the question and answer style activities, but within the first hour
almost every student wanted their point to be heard and were desperate to join in!

Mone of our students had participated in any Forensics activities before and so were a bit
unsure of what it was all about. But, right from the first 5 minutes with the 999 phone call they
were absolutely hooked! They were frantically taking notes and discussing with each other
what they thought was going on and they were hanging onto every word Paul said. During the
part of the day where they viewed the mock crime scene they were absolutely engrossed with
trying to find clues and coming up with their own hypotheses. Paul made sure that everyone in
the room felt that their point was heard and was acknowledged, encouraging others to build on
their ideas and to expand them further based on previous knowledge, whilst drip feeding them
more information along the way.

The Forensics day has been the talk of the school and the lower years have been asking me
when it is their turn to have a go! It was absolutely the best externally sourced day we have
had in our science department for a long time and we would love to have you back.

Thank you for inspiring our students after a difficult year of living behind a screen and limited
opportunities. You have sparked excitement and amazing memories that won't ever leave
them!
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“Fantastic session from the 999 call to the trial. Massive thank you.”

< Tweet

/ .\ The Royal Liberty School
24 ) @Royallib

Today we were lucky enough to have a
CSl workshop for some yr 9 boys. Paul
Cunningham was a DCI with
@Humberbeat and delivered a fantastic
session from the initial 999 call through
to the trial! Well done boys and a
massive thank you to Paul for a such a
brilliant day! #royallib

“The best two days. Engaging, interactive and useful ... highly recommended.”

G Sally Roberts
21h - &

Had the best two days in school this week with Simon from
Zakon doing the Crime Scene to Courtroom workshop. So
engaging, interactive and useful...highly recommended!!!

@ You and 5 others 1 Comment

i Like (J) Comment () send



2 ZAKON

BUSINESS & TRAINING CONSULTANCY

“An amazing day. Couldn’t rate any higher if I tried. The students are raving about it.
The participation of the quietest students really surprised me.”

< . WJEC Level 3 Criminology... Q ees

From notifications

Laura Jane
2 12h &
Hello everyone, | had Zakon in today to do the crime scene
to court room workshop. | honestly could not rate Simon
Smith higher if | tried. An absolutely amazing day, the
students are raving about it and some of the participation
of the quietest students really surprised me.

| also learned some new information myself with regards to
disclosure, how juries would be instructed to draw
inferences of guilt from silence and the full code/threshold
tests that | don't think the textbook explains very well!

O 10 16 comments

o5 Like (J) Comment (» send

“Highly engaging, very professional. Policing experience useful, informative, and
fascinating. Students really enjoyed the day and learned a lot.”

Would just like to thank Andrea for the two workshops that she delivered last week at our campus. Feedback
from the students was really positive, they enjoyed the day and learnt a lot. There’s a lot of information that I
can draw on and remind students about in delivering Unit 3. Andrea is a highly engaging facilitator and very
professional. Her experience in policing was really useful, informative and fascinating.

Thank you so much, Claire.
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Whole Day Review - “Amazing, Outstanding”, “Real-Life Experience”

The Seaford Head Psychology Department hosted if's first Forensics day this past
Monday. It was an event led by Zakon training, which is an organisation that frains
actual police defectives as well as many other branches of law enforcement.

The day began with a 999 call, which was the re-enactment from an actual call, and
which formed the case that students worked on. The day went from the call fo the
crime scene, and finally ending with a trial. Students carried out multiple functions of
different branches of criminology, law enforcement and the criminal justice sysfem.
Witnesses were inferviewed, a crime scene was investigated, various functions within
solving a criminal case were carried out, which highlighted a myriad of career paths.
The leader of the event, Simon Smith, has over 30 years in experience in criminology,
from being in a police force, being a detective, and then going on to obtain a law
degree and publish research in Forensic Psychology. Much of Simon’s published work coincides with many of the aspects of
Forensic Psychology that we cover in year 2 of the A-level course. However, the most exciting aspect of having Simon here was
his ability fo answer student questions with real-life experience. We heard amazing stories of some of the work he’s done.
Students as well as staff were fruly inspired (and entertained!).

The absolute highlight, however, was being able to participate in a Crown Court trial, where every person attending was given a
task. We had a 12-member jury, prosecution, defence, detective sergeants, actual witnesses — it was an excellent roleplay in
which the engagement and talent of our students were on full display.

We hope to run this event again after such an outstanding starf, possibly branching wider to Sociology as well as the wider sixth
form, as the career opportunifies crossed over man pathways.

Discovered a new passion to pursue a career in the Criminal Justice System

Thank you so much for the past two days, the students had a fantastic time. | just finished speaking to one pupil who said she has always been set on being a teacher (God help her!) but after talking to her parents yesterday, she is now
wanting to pursue careers in the CJS, as she has discovered a new passion.

| will be in touch about booking in again for the same time next year.
Thanks again,

Megan
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Student feedback on social media. “Amazing and enjoyable.... fun insight and
experience.”

It was amazing and such an
enjoyable event so thank you for
allowing me to have this fun

insight and experience !
Definitely a memorable moment

“Amazing thank you!”

< . WJEC Level 3 Criminology... Qe+

Os 6 comments
o) Like () Comment
&M  \Vrite an answer... @
(‘% Tyler Katie
! @ 210ct &
| rarely post but wanted

to recommend Zakon for
criminology workshops.
Had them in yesterday.
Amazing Simon Smith
thank you!

Q0 31 comments
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Whole class feedback - “Found the experience really valuable.”

Hi Simon,
Thanks so much for the work you did with our students. Payment is being settled by the careers department. | would like to share some of the feedback we had from students:

| became better at working as a group and to share ideas, | also was able to speak in front of people so now | can be more confident doing so in the future.

I learnt how a criminal investigation develops, including forensics and what to do at the scene of the crime.

| gained confidence talking in front of a group of people. | learnt skills to improve the debating/defending of my argument.

| experienced the dynamics of a courtroom, how split-second decisions can completely change the outcome of something, how to use evidence and properly assess a crime scene
| was able to work in groups and gained the confidence to stand up and speak in front of a large group of people.

I now know how a courtroom is organised and ran, and | also understand the value of 999 calls and first responders.

Safe to say they found the experience really valuable. &

1 will be in touch as soon as possible to arrange a re-booking,
Best wishes,

Megan

Ms M Johns

Criminology Lead
Teacher of Humanities

“Highlight of their whole academic year.”

To: Simon Smith <Simon @zakon.co.uk>
Subject: Re: EXTERNAL: Booking Form Re: EXTERNAL: Criminology and Forensic Science: Crime Scene to Courtroom Workshop

Dear Simon
I am so delighted we can have you back! The students last year said your workshop was a highlight of their whole academic year.

Thank-you for including the hotel cost on the invoice, definitely streamlines things. I have signed — as attached — and made a few minor tweaks to the running of the day.

With kind regards, Anna-Louise

Great resources, tasks and interactive activities. Opened up the students eyes to “the
plethora of careers....” within crime and the criminal justice system.

Dear Simon

Many thanks to you at Zakon Training for providing our Year 10s with an

joy i ing and ing Criminology Workshop.

The delivery by Graham was spot on for our pupils. He had a wealth of insight and hands on anecdotes from his time as a serving police officer. He really made the crime ‘come to life' with great resources, powerpoint tasks and
interactive activities. Studying the crime scene and the clues and forensics involved was probably the highlight of the day!

Importantly for the pupils, they not only learnt a great deal of inside information into the subject of criminology, but Graham also opened up their eyes to the plethora of careers and support services required when looking at combating
crime and working in the criminal justice system.

Our pupils were engaged throughout and enjoyed setting up the courtroom in the afternoon and playing the part of defendant, lawyers, judge and jury.

Agreat day ....... and a memorable and different type of day from the pupils' usual routine.
We would love you to keep in touch and look forward to welcoming you back to Hulme Hall again.

Kind regards

Jackie Smith
Assistant Headteacher

10
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Brilliant day with challenging students unable to attend mainstream schools.

Firstly, on behalf of The Skills Hub we would like to say a huge thank you to your brilliant
company and more importantly a massive well done to Paul who facilitated the
Criminology Workshop.

As our school is an Alternative Provision; our students attend The Skills Hub because they
are unable to attend mainstream schools for all different reasons. More often than not, the
behaviour of our students can be challenging, they sometimes struggle to be stayed
engaged and focused. However, this was not the case throughout the workshop! Paul’s
delivery had the students hooked from the beginning of the session. The students enjoyed
playing the different roles and were very excited when they were taken over to the crime
scene. The budding detectives in the group really stood out when it came to attention to
detail, it was lovely to see students who often do not engage in lessons be fully immersed
into this experience.

The best part of the day was the court case session. The students enjoyed playing the
different roles in the courtroom. It was an extremely fun day and the students all had
positive feedback for the day.

Thank you again

Paul is brilliant!

Lorita Hajdari

¥ The Skills
gzl Hub

11
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Miscellaneous Student Feedback
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