Primary School
Police and Crime
Science Workshop

+

Session 1 - Introduction

Our trainer will introduce him or herself to the children, and will introduce them to the
role of the police and forensic science. The aim is to give the children career aspirations
by showing them they have the attributes needed to work for the police, and to start to
show them that science can be exciting

The children are introduced to the role of the police officer through an interactive quiz that
they work through in groups

They then continue in their groups organising a series of flash cards about the criminal
justice system into the correct order

Depending on time available (and the needs of a particular class/school) we can setup the
classroom as a mock court (some as the jury, one as the judge, one as the defendant etc.)
to show them how a court works, and introduce them to some of the terms involved in a
child friendly way

Session 2 – Crime Scene, DNA
and Fingerprinting

The children are shown a short video that shows crime scene investigators at work
The children will be tasked with identifying the various clues found by the investigators,
and the trainer will then explain why and how certain clues are collected
The children are introduced to DNA theory at an age appropriate level, and then take
DNA samples from each other (a cotton swab inside the cheek) wearing masks and gloves
provided by our trainer for them to keep
The children will be introduced to fingerprint theory before being shown how to take their
own fingerprints on forms provided by our trainer
They will be able to take the fingerprint form and a fact sheet home with them as a
memento of the day
This session is really useful in helping children recognise how the science they learn in
the classroom can be applied in real life.

Session 3 – Liberty and Arrest

The children will be told that the police sometimes need to arrest people, and the reasons
why that might happen
The importance of liberty, and the fact that taking it away is a power the police in this
country use sparingly will be explained to them
The children will be told about the rule of law and that the police cannot search anyone
they want to without a good reason. We further explain that when searching the police
must treat people with courtesy and respect, regardless of whether or not they suspect
them of a crime
The children are split into same-sex pairs, and the trainer will give one of the pair a
couple of small sweets to hide about their person with clear instructions about where they
are not allowed to hide them, with corresponding instructions to their partner about where
they are not allowed to search
We then swap the pairs round to give them all a go

Session 4 – Crime Scene

In the final session, the children examine a "real life" crime scene wearing masks and
gloves, and get walked through a “real case" facilitated by the trainer
This gives them a chance to put into practice all they have talked about and been shown
during the day
We have a mannequin and other props that we can use to set up the scene as whatever
type of grizzly crime scene we want!

As well as being very interactive and enjoyable, our day teaches the rule of law,
encourages tolerance, explores British values such as respect and liberty, prepares pupils
for life whilst linking their personal skills and abilities to careers, all this and more whilst
teaching them how exciting and interesting science can be!
Whilst the day is science based, and especially ideal for British Science Week, it builds
confidence in the children during a fun and exciting day
The can also help the school to demonstrate effective leadership, described in the
OFSTED inspectors handbook as encouraging activities where the " school prepares
pupils positively for life in modern Britain and promotes the fundamental
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual
respect. ”

The day is modular in design, and can be amended or adapted to suit the needs of a
particular school or group of children

We have trainers who cover the UK and we come to you and make use of your facilities,
whilst providing all materials needed for a very exciting and interactive day for the
children

Please get in touch at bookings@zakon.co.uk for more information or to book a day with
us

